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Highlights

Students' responses
on material,
comprehension, and
interaction during
the English learning
process are crucial
indicators of their
learning motivation,
outcome, and
success.

ABSTRACT: This study aims to determine the students’
response to English learning process. The participant of
this study was one class of the 8th grade students of junior
high school. Data were collected in the form of classroom
observations in one class and interviews with 4 students. The
research design was qualitative  descriptive  method
employing purposive sampling to choose participants. The
results showed that students responded well to the English
learning process, namely: learning materials, learning
comprehension, learning interactions. They view an
enthusiastic participation to every learning activity and
learning materials delivered in the classroom as they
understand topic of the lesson well. In addition to the
students’ response to the comprehension of learning, most of
the students’ said that they seldom find it difficult to answer
the questions because they got a clear explanation from
teacher before being given an assignment. In addition,
responses to learning interactions, in collaborating and
discussing to complete assignments, students’ give different
opinions during the learning process. This study concluded that
during the learning process, students showed their learning
motivation and fully-participated the learning experiences. This
finding will dedicate to the integrity of the way to improve
students' developmental achievement in English learning.
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Introduction

English learning as a foreign language is lengthy and complex paintings. The
students should totally paintings difficult to accumulate it. Factor of students’
function, linguistic, learning system and the purpose will influence the students
while the scholars want to gather the new language. It is not always simple because
there are such a lot of variables involved in the procedure of acquisition (Brown,
2007). Learning English from time to time, students' abilities often have an impact
on student responses in learning, because students have limited knowledge,
according to Anton (2018) that students often do not like what they do not
understand, but by discussing and being well informed. Slowly they change their
point of view and way of thinking. So that students who feel challenged will have the
drive to learn to improve students' abilities in providing responses, or opinions in
study groups.

General English learning that focuses on colleges and high schools, according
to Sari (2020) study based on students’ responses to situations or conditions in the
process of learning English in the eighth grade, seen from the context of students
learning activities when a teacher asks a question to students automatically students
will answer or not respond. It can be seen from the teaching methods or one of the
topics that can attract students' attention to learn without realizing that these
conditions can help students understand well in responding to teacher explanations
during the learning process (Maulina et al, 2023; Zainal et al., 2022; Putra et al,,
2021).

English learning which refers to the ability, as well as knowledge of student
responses that are different for each student in order to fulfill learning, a learning
that is given in order to achieve and provide a beneficial effect for students and
teacher, Talley (2014) indicated that for each material in the learning process, of
course, it can be seen how the student's own response when receiving material is
measured from the ability to understand and most importantly able to stimulate the
material well, to know the limitations and inability of students.

Response is usually often referred to in other words, namely an impression of
something that is liked based on an event or a process of occurrence it can be
concluded that the response is a reaction, which gives a reply or an answer, which is
impressed to be heard through a communication or spoken word, issued by the
speaker and the interlocutor, to stimulate something or a topic through a learning
process between students and teacher, as well as students between groups in the
class, which leads to language learning targets, aiming to find various information to
achieve predetermined results (Maulina & Rusli, 2019; Maulina et al., 2022; Maulina
etal., 2023).

Previous of the research has something to do with this research where the
researcher want to see how students’ respond in the process of learning in English,
however, this research is different from the research above where this research
focuses more on analysis which refers to students’ responses to in English learning
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at eight grade which applies standards as an assessment for further research on
students’ response in English learning.

Therefore, this study possesses a research question:

"What are students’ responses in terms of learning material, learning
comprehension, and learning interaction during the English learning process in
junior high school?

Method

This study used a descriptive qualitative methodology. Descriptive qualitative
research method is used to describe verbally how participants look, at understand
and interpret various aspects of the environment and situation (Ary et al,, 2010). A
qualitative research-oriented technique used to identify, interpret, describe and
develop theories about a phenomenon or setting. Scientific and subjective
approaches were used to describe a more detailed existence study to collect data by
used observation and interview to investigate student’s response in English
learning.

A class consisted of 29 students were selected purposively for observation,
and 4 students for interviews lasted 30-45 minutes. The observation data were
related to the field situation, where researchers were directly involved in the field
by looking at several stages of teaching activities focusing on the material taught and
learnt, how students comprehended the lesson, and the learning participation. In
addition, semi-structured interview helped researchers synthesize data gain from
teaching and learning observations to dig more information about the research
focus.

Using the concurrent verification flow of analysis activity, researchers
identified that data gained from observations and interviews were valid to be
classified and simplified. Researchers described and discussed the research findings
in a systematic form for a description, interpretation, and conclusion.

Findings and Discussion
Findings

This finding had been supported by the results of the analysis obtained
from observation and interview data, this study trying to examine three
components of learning. Learning material, learning comprehension, and
learning interaction to students' responses in English learning.
1. Learning Material

The data from the results of the observation it can be seen from the students'
response during the process of learning material in the English class. Based on the
table below, it can be seen the results of the observations in the English class.
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At the first meeting, 8 February 2022, Tuesday, 08.30 a.m - 09.50 a.m, the observation
showed the process of learning at the classroom. At the beginning of activity in class, students get
ready and sit in their respective chairs, before that students pray first, then students listen to their
names being called by the teacher, then students prepare to receive learning material from the
teacher. In this activity, students listen carefully to the teacher's explanation (Figure 1) regarding
the topic to be carried out.

Figure 1 The Learning Process

Entering the core activity, students pay close attention to the material, namely on the topic
of "past verbs" then the teacher explains from the material in several time intervals, then students
are given the opportunity to write some past verbs on the blackboard, and then students are asked
to distinguish or identify past verbs.

Regarding the observation data above, few students respondent well, in this case it can be
seen from the interview data.

“When the English teacher provide the material, and explains, I can easily understand
some of the teacher's explanations, for example, like the teacher explains in English
the teacher translates some sentences in Bahasa."

And the second meeting, 9 February, 2022, Wednesday, 07.30 a.m - 08.30 a.m, observations
on the second day, the teacher prepares the class physically and mentally as the beginning of the
next lesson the teacher warms up by giving some questions that have been explained in the
previous meeting. Then proceed with writing down the topic to be taught, namely the topic
"Recount Text" in this activity section it shows that students are silent and pay attention to the
material presented by the teacher. In this case the material that discusses recount text in the next
section the teacher tries to give students the opportunity to define a little shadow about the types of
recount text.
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Figure 2 The Process of Previewing Materials

From the learning process above, it can be concluded that students are able to understand a
little well, from the teacher's explanation or discussion material that has been taught by the teacher
(Figure 2).

In connection with the observation data above it show that students are enough response
and this can be seen from the result of their interview.

“I can understand the lesson, but the explanation depends on how well the teacher
teaches, so I certainly understand, but when the teacher explains a material, it is
detailed during the learning process, so it is easy for us to understand the lessons
taught by the English teacher.”

And the third meeting 16 February, 2022, Wednesday 07.30 a.m-08.30 a.m observation on
the third day of the learning process in the classroom, students paid attention to the material
explained by the teacher, which was related to the "Tenses" lesson, one of the topics was about the
simple present tense material, and the teacher also explained some of the use of verbs that were
suitable for each sentence of various types of tenses. Then students write example sentences from
the simple present tense and students pay attention and understand the teacher explanation, from
each example sentence delivered by the teacher.
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Figure 3 Teacher Explains Learning Materials

Regarding the observation data above, a few students, little understanding in this case, it
can be seen from the interview data.

“In terms of interest, I am interested in the topic of learning that is often taught is
about adverb material, and some tenses, one of which is the simple present tense, and
in my opinion subjects I am understand a little bit.”

Figure 4 Group Discussion Activity

And the last meeting 22 February, 2022, Tuesday 08.30 a.m - 09.50 a.m and observation on
the fourth day, in the learning process in the classroom based on the picture above, before entering
the core activity, the teacher greet and ask students how they are doing. And then, the teacher
prepares the material they will learn, namely the topic of practicing dialogue conversation. Then
students are asked to make groups, and they are given example of dialogue conversation in the
package book, then before that they take notes in their notebooks, and the students listen to the
teacher' explanation about how to have a good dialogue, related to the material about dialogue
conversation.

In connection with the observation data above it show that students are good response
and this can be seen from the result of their interview.
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“Usually with good cooperation in groups, between students with one another, the
tasks given by the teacher will be easily completed, and group discussions will go well,
especially if my friend is smart, then automatically I am also smart and diligent in
working together, to complete the task.”

2. Learning Comprehension

The data from the observation some of the students’ response to the learning
comprehension, based on the picture below, it can be seen the result of the observation in

the English class.

Figure 5 Students Identify the Task “Past Verbs”

Based on the material that has been explained by the previous teacher related to the topic of
"past verbs" before that the teacher gives assignments to students, and then the teacher gives
students the opportunity to ask again some things that are not clear about the material.
Furthermore, students are guided by the teacher and given an explanation to answer questions and
doing assignments that are still related to the topic "past verb". After that, students were given time
to answer the question. They analyzed ten multiple choice questions. The question given is a past
verb. From these questions, students are given the task of matching the most appropriate adverbs
of time.

After students do the assignment, students are given the opportunity to answer questions
by choosing the most appropriate answer, from the enthusiasm and ability of students when
answering questions, students can answer or choose the most appropriate answer. So it can be seen
from the student's is quite good response.

In connection with the observation data above it show that students are good and this can

be seen from the result of their interview.

“For assignments I can work because previously, material and discussion have been
given during the ongoing learning process, and for the English questions given by the
teacher it also depends on the problem, if the questions are easy, then I can easily

understand the questions.”
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Figure 6 Students Try to Answer and Explain the Pointed Questions

This can be seen rom from the students' responses, there were students who tried to
discuss asking each other, and there were about 10 people who answered individually, then there
were about 18 students who answered simultaneously, but there were still 1-2 people who did not
answer. At the end of the lesson, most want to conclude the material that has been studied with the
material "Recount text" and guided again by the teacher to clarify the material that has been
studied.

In connection with the observation data above it show that students are quite caring and
response and this can be seen from the result of their interview.

“Sometimes I understand the assignment given by the teacher, and if I do not
understand, I will ask the English teacher again about the assignments or questions
given during the learning process.”

3. Learning Interactions

The data from the observation of several students’ response to learning interactions
related to group discussion it can be seen below the results of observation in English class.

Figure 7 Assessment Activities

Meanwhile, Students made groups and wrote in their books. They were interested by
the topic dialog conversation given by the teacher. They were able to cooperate with
classmates during learning process. Before closing the learning process, teacher gave
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feedback to the in order to make students more understand. After that teacher end the class.
Over all could emphasize that students has been got the involvement when they were doing
learning. In other words, the students brought good respond when they were following
learning process.

In connection with the observation data above it show that students are interested
respond and this can be seen from the result of their interview:

“Sometimes I can answer questions given by the English teacher during group
discussions and if the questions are easy then I can easily answer them.”

Discussion

Based on the research questions that addressed in the chapter one, it deals with the
interpretation of the findings derived from the result of the description of data gained from
the observation and interview. Relating to the data collected through observation and
interview, the data emphasized that students had been got the similar respond when they
were learning of English. In other words, the students brought quite respond when they
were following English learning process. It was supported by the result of observation and
interview during the learning process. The data confirms that students give enough
response when they follow English learning. This is supported by the results of
observations and documentation during the learning process. After doing observation by 29
students, and interview with 4 students as the representatives, the result is as following:

1. Learning Material

The results showed that students had enthusiasms and got interested when they
following all activities in the classroom. This fact is supported by according to Maulina and
Rusli (2019), learning English will be easy for students to understand, when the teacher can
explain the subject matter in an interesting way. Students’ understanding does not always
run smoothly. When students have difficulty understanding learning, then there is an
attempt to overcome this. Efforts made to help students who have difficulty understanding
lessons can come from teachers and other students who understand better. However, In the
case of question 1 whether they can understand the topic been taught. They were standing
in the similar opinion that they could understand easily when the teacher explained the
material in English after that teacher translated it into Bahasa. Beside that teacher
explained the material very detail and clear. So, it can be concluded that students have good
respond to this matter.

2. Learning Comprehension
In terms of the question about whether or not they could answer the question given learning
part. However, in the case of how they respond in answering the question, most of them said that
they sometimes could not respond fast because teacher usually used English. This fact is in line with
the result of research, Lar and Maulina (2021) on the effect of feedback from teacher on students
motivation show that the effect of feedback can be seen from the behavior of students when they
are learning, this is because feedback can make students interested in learning the lessons being

46



Nurhayani, Maulina, & Rahmat Nasrullah,

Mataoleo: Journal of English Education and Linguistics
Vol. 1, No. 1 January 2024, pp: 44 - 55

taught. Teach, can increase self-confidence, increase learning activity and make them comfortable
learning in class. Meanwhile, on the question about whether or not they like the topic that had been
taught, most of them said that they by teacher, most students could answered them because, they
had got clear explanation before they were given the task. So, it can be concluded that students gave
quite respond to this like the topic. Besides that, students understand the task given because
teacher gave brief and clear explanation to run the task.

3. Learning Interaction

Furthermore students stated that they could retell the past topic such as recount text,
simple present tense, past verbs and short dialog. However, in terms of collaborating and
discussing with their friend to complete the task, students said they could collaborate with
their group to finish the task easily they could give different opinion and get suggestion.
Based on this fact it is in line with the theory, Maulina (2018) also said that discussion is an
exchange of ideas between two or more people which aims to obtain a common view on a
problem that is felt together. Thus discussion is a learning method in the process of
students learning to solve problems correctly through mutual agreement. They also said
that they could accept any suggestions and opinions from their group. After that they
reported the result of the discussion in front of the class. They emphasized that they like to
discuss with their friend because discussing the task with friend could make them complete
the task easy and fast.

The finding above is in line with the theory from Astuti (2019) Components of
Response in English learning of that are commonly used are three types of learning
components such as: Learning Material, Learning Comprehension, and Learning Interaction.

Conclusion

This research was putting the emphasize in analyzing students’ response towards learning English
at a junior high school which applied standard as an assessment and for next research on learning
English. The explained about learning process in the classroom. It showed that learning process
was running quite well. The students gave good response to the every single activity in the opening
session to the last session of learning process. Over all, we could emphasize that students had given
good response to the learning process.

From the research about students’ response in English learning, the researchers could
draw the conclusion that students brought good responses to that learning process. It can
be proved by the result of observation and interview where all the students took
participation actively in every activity and gave enough respond. When the students can
understand what they are learning, but when students find cases that they cannot
understand and lack of response when they find learning difficulties, students sometimes do
not respond to what they learn, students lack of understanding when receiving lessons
transferred by the teacher.

The result of this study indicated that learning process made students learning
through the content and order given by teacher with controlling time, place, steps and
speedy learning. It is proven by the findings of the data interview. It is hoped that the
students can improve their motivation in terms of learning English and enriching their
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experiences in the future. Besides, it is hoped that this research can encourage them to consider
a better ways of learning English to improve students’ enthusiasm in learning. The teacher also can
apply interesting methods to enrich their learning atmosphere.

There are still many aspects that can be analyzed about learning process of English. Future
researchers can investigate another side of learning process, and then the result of this study may
be used as early information to conduct further researches. Learning English as a foreign language
is lengthy and complex paintings. The students should totally paintings difficult to accumulate it.
Factor of students’ function, linguistic, learning system and the purpose will influence the students
while the scholars want to gather the new language.
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